The Bloody Assize
and made known through the West country, Charles II.
was most industrious and successful in touching for the
Evil, and when it was known that his son inherited this
divine gift, many who had doubted his legitimacy and the
story of the marriage lines in the " black box" were
converted, and believed.
Monmouth went on as far as Exeter, staying with
Mr Duke at Otterton House on the way, and about three
miles outside the city he was met by a " brave company
of stout young men, all clothed in linen waistcoats and
drawers, white and harmless, having not so much as a
stick in their hands." For whoever arranged this progress
seems to have taken care that no show of force or rebellion
was to appear, There were a thousand of these young
men divided in companies, and the Duke rode round each,
inspecting them and greeting them pleasantly. Then they
formed a procession, and he rode at the head of his young
supporters into the city, where the people hailed them
with enthusiasm. Doubtless many of these young men
were afterwards lost on Sedgemoor, or ended their days
on the scaffold, or died in exile at the plantations.
It was noticed with regret that in Devonshire the
gentry did not join in the welcome to Monmouth, but,
only the farmers and peasants. Nevertheless the progress
was a peaceful demonstration that in the West of England
the cause of a Protestant Monarchy was widely supported.
Meanwhile the enemy were not idle. The cruel per-
secutions of Catholics ceased to be popular. Charles, in
1681, secretly secured sufficient money from France to
make himself independent of the Parliament men. He
summoned them to meet at Oxford, and dismissed them
with contumely. Shaftesbury was committed to the
Tower. Monmouth proposed to his father that he should
be reconciled to him, but added a postscript to his message,
u that he would rather die than be reconciled to the Duke
of York." Nothing came of this impudent proposal, and
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